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From the  
President 

Keith 
McDonald

Richard  
Wallis

This year it was Townsville’s turn to 
host the BRC, and while I enjoyed it 

as expected, for me there was something 
missing, and it was the Swiss Pairs. It is a 
long way to go and quite expensive too, 
and for me it is an expensive waste of time 
to spend 3 nights in Townsville and only 
play during the day.
This year John Brockwell and I played 
with Mike Robson and Betty Lee, and 
while we were always thereabouts, we 
fell down at the crucial times and finished 
only 11th. Our first match was against 
team 24, the eventual winners, which 
looked like a win to us on paper, but at 
score-up we had lost 10-20, and were 
off to a bad start from which we did not 
recover.

The Ronald Reagan slogan “Win One 
for the Gipper” is to be changed to the 

Keith McDonald slogan “Win One for Jim”. 
Jim Millar of course; chairman of the 2008 
ANC. It is not to late to enter an event at 
the 2008 Queensland ANC commencing 
Friday July 25. An entry form is available 
on the website. Jim has now organised 
four major events and with Marion 
Cooke has played a significant role in 
Queensland bridge for 20 years. The 2008 
event is our opportunity to say thankyou 
to them both for their great efforts.  
The 6th PABF Congress including the 
1st Asian Cup begins at the  Gold Coast 
International Hotel 30 August. If you don’t 
enter, in later years you will not be able to 
say, “I played in the 1st Asian Cup!”.  
I need to take a leaf from Nigel Dutton, 
President of the BAWA, and give a bouquet 
to the ABF for their generous grant to the 
QBA of $8,000 for the promotion of bridge 
in Queensland. The only  stipulation placed 
on this payment is that the QBA submits 
a report  at the end of the year indicating 
how the money was spent. 
The 13th Barrier Reef Congress conducted 
by the Townsville  Bridge Club was a great 

success thanks to Elsie Stubbs, Delma  
Johnson, Geoff Allen with assistance 
from Laurie and Sue Kelso, and  Andrew 
Hooper. Congratulations to the Restricted 
Teams winners John Sear, Dale Wells, 
Sue Robinson and Lou Tillotson and to 
the Open winners Simon Andrew, Gwen 
King, John Gill and Kevin Feeney. 
Cairns will host the 2009 event at the 
Cairns International Hotel from June 5 to 
June 8. There will be Open and Restricted 
Pairs and Teams events. It is not too early 
to book ahead.
Toowong and QCBC hosted the QBA 
Open Teams and QBA Graded Pairs 
(respectively).  Both clubs did an 
outstanding job and I thank all  those 
involved. Congratulations to all the 
winners - the results are on page 6.
The ABF Newsletter has all the information 
on the exciting developments with the 2009 
Yeh Bros Cup. Therese Tully says, “In doing 
so (hosting the cup) we hope that they will 
become ambassadors for the Gold Coast 
Congress and Australian bridge”. Kibitzers 
will be most welcome. This is one of the 
most prestigious tournaments in the  world 
with prize money exceeding $US150,000. 
The participants read like a who’s who of 
World Bridge.  The QBA is delighted with 
being able to host this event.	 ■

Barrier Reef 
Teams 

QBA Mixed Teams
to be held at QCBC

Fridays: September, 19 October 24, November 7 &  December 12 
   Director: Alan Gibson - $192 per team

Both genders must be represented in a team’s line-up at all times

QBA Open 
& Novice 

Pairs 
October 18/19
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	 M 	 ♠	AKQ5
	 Bd 20	 ♥	A543
	 Dlr W	 ♦	Q72

Vul Both	 ♣	103
	 ♠	984	 ♠	62
	 ♥	QJ97	 ♥	82
	 ♦	K6	 ♦	A54
	 ♣	QJ97	 ♣	AK6542
	 ♠	J1073
	 ♥	K106
	 ♦	J10983
	 ♣	8

	 N
W	 E	
	 S

	 W	 N	 E	 S
		  1NT	 3C	 All pass

	 M 1	 ♠	J972
	 Bd 5	 ♥	—
	 Dlr N	 ♦	KJ87632

Vul NS	 ♣	43
	 ♠	Q10	 ♠	865
	 ♥	7432	 ♥	KQ10985
	 ♦	1094	 ♦	AQ
	 ♣	KQ105	 ♣	76
	 ♠	AK43
	 ♥	AJ6
	 ♦	5
	 ♣	AJ982

	 N
W	 E	
	 S

	 W	 N	 E	 S
		  P	 1H	 X
	 3H	 3S	 P	 4S
	 All pass

Pacific Asia Bridge  
Federation 
presents

The 6th PABF Congress
Gold Coast International  
Hotel, Surfers Paradise, 
Australia 
Saturday August 30 –
Sunday September 7, 2008
An international bridge event for all bridge players
Congress Convenor: Charles Page
Ph: QBA +61 7 3351 8602 Email: pabf@qldbridge.com
Website: http://www.qldbridge.com/pabf/index.php

John opened the bidding and my 3H 
response over the take-out double just 
showed 4-card support and less than a 
limit raise. 
NS must have been playing strict take-out 
doubles of a major, otherwise North made 
a curious choice of bid over my 3H, as it 
would seem natural to bid the 7-card suit 
first, and then bid 4S if we continued on 
in hearts! Nonetheless it struck gold when 
South raised to game.
It looked like we had a small pick-up when 
John elected to sacrifice in 5HX over 4S, 
and only went for –500, with 12 tricks 
easy in 4S.
However, at the other table Mike felt he 
was not dealt a 7-card suit for nothing, 
and opened 3D as North, over which East 
bid an obvious 3H. Holding a few tricks 
and no diamonds, Betty could do nothing 
else sensible but double for penalties, and 
there it rested.
3HX lost the same 5 tricks but that was 
only +100 and 9 Imps away.

Flying North

The Barrier Reef 2008 saw me (Kim 
Ellaway) travelling to Townsville 

and once again I needed to be sedated 
before the flight. However, I did a good 
job flying the plane and was quite pleased 
with the touchdown. Coming from North 
Queensland myself I know a lot of the 
players and find the whole weekend is 
kissing and cuddling everyone. 
This year the event was played at the 
PCYC which is next door to the Townsville 
Bridge Club - the lighting was excellent 
and I thought the air-conditioning was fine 
but there were a lot of grumbles about 
how cold it was. Townsville put on some 
fantastic weather, shame the bridge was 
not the same. The winners are mentioned 
elsewhere in this bulletin and it was nice 
seeing a non-seeded team win.
Richard Ward and I had a chat during 
the event and apparently he was the first 
director at the congress many years ago. 
Although I didn’t attend that congress, I 
attended the one after so we worked out 
that it was over 35 years ago that we were 
referring to.
Ray and I  played a hand that could 
have caused a rift in a husband and 
wife relationship but caused nothing but 
laughter. I picked up the ♠K, a void in 
hearts, 4 diamonds to the ten and 8 clubs 
to the ten. Therese Tully opened 1S on 
my right and I put in what I thought was 
a manly 3C (however I heard a lot bid 
4C). Sue Lusk doubled (negative), Ray 
passed and Therese had no hesitation 
in bidding 4H which Sue converted back 
to 4S. Therese gave this a lot of thought 
before passing. 
As Sue put dummy down she apologised 
and said she had two suits, but alas one 
of them is Kim’s which caused lots of 
laughter and the hand deteriorated from 
there. Therese went 3 down and lost on 
the board but her team bounced back to 
beat us up 24/6.
Well done Townsville - the event will be 
held in Cairns next year at the Cairns 
International Hotel so start booking your 
flights and accommodation.

 Kim Ellaway
PS. By the way I flew the plane home 
quite brilliantly.

On this board John’s overcall of 3C 
was natural and weak (albeit a pretty 
good ‘weak’ hand), and NS took no 
further part in the auction. Privately, 
South was probably glad to be out  
of 1NT.
We use a 2D overcall of 1NT for single-
suited hands, but if it is a minor suit, 
only use it for good hands, as the rebid 
must be at the 3-level anyway. So we 
may as well take advantage of the 
pre-emptive nature of the weak-jump 
overcall.
South made the rather odd lead of the ♥10, 
but the contract was never in jeopardy and 
we quickly wrote down +110,
At the other table Betty, sitting South, had al-
most the perfect hand (4-4-5-0 would be bet-
ter) to bid 2C after the 1NT opening, intend-
ing to pass any response with at least a 4-3 
or 5-2 known fit. The 2S response was more 
welcome, but pass was still her next call, 
and Mike made 9 tricks in 2S for +140 and  
7 Imps.	 ■
The complete article is available on the 
QBA website.

QBA 
Individual

QCBC

December 14

�  
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and twice by East (where it probably went 
3D : Pass : Pass : Double, Pass : 4H).
Women’s datum: E-W 650. One North 
played 3D for +130. All the other tables 
played 4H, three times by West and twice 
by East. They all made eleven tricks 
because a spade was not led. On a dia-
mond lead, West wins and plays trumps. 
After drawing trumps, East’s spade loser 
vanishes on West’s fifth club.	 ■
Courtesy of www.ronklingerbridge.com

This hand is from the Australian 
Open Team Playoffs. With both sides 

vulnerable I was sitting West holding
♠ 752	 ♥ 10743	 ♦ A	 ♣ AKJ102

North opened 3D, my partner doubled and 
South passed. What should I bid?
The old yardstick for a takeout double of a 
three-opening was about one trick better 
than a minimum opening, so about 14+ 
points or a 6-loser hand or better. These 
days the requirements are lower, opening 
values or close to that, so about seven los-
ers for a takeout double in the direct seat 
and about one trick worse (10+ points, 8 
losers or fewer) in the pass-out seat.

There is no safety in doubling with the 
East cards, but those are the chances 
one takes. In response to a direct takeout 
double, one is expected to bid game with 
about 9-10 points or more. West clearly 
has enough to insist on game, but which 
one?
3NT is far-fetched with a singleton ace 
when you also have a 4-card major. You 
could bid 4D, showing the ability to play 
game in at least two places. The 4D 
bid often shows both majors with about 
equal length. The trouble with 4D is that 
if partner bids 4S are you prepared to stay 
there or will you run to 5C? As you can 
see, 5C always has three losers.
Even though the hearts are very weak, 
you should take the risk and bid 4H. It 
would be far too timid to bid only 3H. East 
would pass that.
The only interesting aspect was the 
bidding, since the play is routine. Take 
the ♠A, play the ♥K, win the spade return 

	 Dlr N	 ♠	106
	 Vul Both	 ♥	82
	 	 ♦	KQJ10643

 	 ♣	63
	 ♠	752	 ♠	AK8
	 ♥	10743	 ♥ KJ96	
	 ♦	A	 ♦	95
	 ♣	AKJ102 	 ♣	Q854
	 ♠ QJ943
	 ♥	AQ5
	 ♦	872
	 ♣	97

	 N
W	 E	
	 S

and lead another trump). The defence 
can take one spade and two hearts. That 
is E-W +620 and +3 Imps.
Open datum: E-W 510. At two tables 
the contract was 3D. Almost certainly 
it went 3D : Pass : Pass : Pass. Pass 
is acceptable by East, but not by West, 
who has a reasonable and safer takeout 
double in the pass out seat. You cannot 
always fear the worst. At the other four 
tables the contract was 4H, twice by West 

Klinger’s 
Column 

Qld Butler Pairs
Hosted by QCBC for QBA

Incorporating the QBA Open Butler Pairs, QBA Womens Pairs,  
QBA Mens Pairs and Restricted Butler Pairs (Under 150 MP at 30/6/08)

SATURDAY & SUNDAY AUGUST 16 & 17
Director: Alan Gibson - $100 per pair

Enquiries to Toni: 3391 3241 Entries accepted via email and phone
Entry forms can be downloaded from the QCBC website

Ron 
Klinger
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the unbid suit, it is impossible to be sure 
how the suit breaks, either player might 
have begun with five. If the queen loses 
to the king you are not dead necessarily. 
If West began with three or four hearts, 
you still have the finesse for the jack for 
your contract.
My man was of the thrill seeking style, he 
led a club to the nine and when it turned 
out that East had the king and the jack 
he emerged with an overtrick, which was 
worth very little in the overall scheme.
It would have served him right if these had 
been the hands.

This time, my remark was less charitable, 
“I can see you are no expert partner”. This 
got the reply it deserved; the familiar sign 
saying, “The host has removed you from 
the table.”	 ■

Good habits, bad habits

They say pairs develops bad habits and 
rubber bridge good ones. Well it must 

have been my toiling hours at the rubber 
table that saved me on the first exhibit.

I sat South, opened 2NT and was 
transferred to 4S, the opponents having 
kept silent.
West, who played under the name of “The 
Expert” led the ♣10! East won the trick 
with his ace and returned his seven.
What could that opening lead possibly be 
from I thought, since I held both the jack 
and the nine?
I acknowledge if the game were match 
pointed pairs, I would have fallen right 
in, but good training at Double Bay and 
elsewhere said “be careful.” It looked like 
the queen was on my right but I got one 
of those “feelings” that bridge players, 
especially Margaret Drake, are familiar 
with and decided to rise with my king. 
This would cost the contract, only if the 
♣10 were singleton.
So, confident that I had wasted an 
overtrick with this approach, I did not 
take it through to its logical conclusion. 
If indeed East has the feared doubleton 
club and the ace of hearts, I will get my 
overtrick by leading a heart off the board, 
but when I played a club towards my J9 
and not a heart, it was West who won the 
trick and quickly got that heart cashed.
Noting that playing low at trick two 
would have cost the contract I took the 
opportunity to remark, “Unlucky, Expert.*” 
West was sufficiently amused by the irony 
that he sent back a smiley.

Cuppaidge’s 
Column 

George  
Cuppaidge

	 Dlr S	 ♠	A765
		  ♥	K87
	 	 ♦	10643

 	 ♣	76
	 ♠	Q104	 ♠	K983 
	 ♥	A9543	 ♥	Q102 
	 ♦ J7	 ♦	95
	 ♣	J43	 ♣	K852
	 ♠	J2
	 ♥	J6
	 ♦	AKQ82
	 ♣	AQ109

	 N
W	 E	
	 S

	 Dlr S	 ♠	KJ8543
		  ♥	5
	 	 ♦	Q76

 	 ♣	653
	 ♠	96	 ♠	72 
	 ♥	Q1032	 ♥	AJ964	 
	 ♦ J83	 ♦	10942
	 ♣	Q1084	 ♣	A7
	 ♠	AQ10
	 ♥	K87
	 ♦	AK5
	 ♣	KJ92

	 N
W	 E	
	 S

Is this a second and fourth lead that I read 
about? I think that really means, second 
top of four small does it not? For what it 
is worth, I like to lead low from odd and 
hi-lo from even which means the highest 
spot which cannot cost, nine from Q987 
or 9872, for example. I believe this to be 
a much clearer card than the seven or 
the eight, which is the card demanded by 
many other leading styles.
*For those who have not read it, the 
Unlucky Expert is a character in the S J 
Simon book, “Why You Lose at Bridge.”
This hand appeared just a few deals 
later.

I opened South 1D and rebid 2C over 1S. 
Over North’s 2D simple preference I felt 
quite safe showing my values with a bid 
of 3D and North bid 3NT. I don’t know of 
anyone who’d play 3D as pre-emptive but 
some would if the suit were a major. It is 
useful to play it, simply, as value showing 
because 2C is a very wide range rebid. 
Some play it is artificial and forcing, spare 
me please!
East led the ♥2, West won with the ace 
and returned a low one, won by East 
with the queen, who cleared the suit as a 
spade was discarded from dummy.
How would you, dear reader, proceed 
now? 
On the very reasonable assumption that 
there are five diamond tricks, we need just 
one more for our nine. My “safest possible 
play” inclination is to lead a club to the 
queen immediately. Since hearts was 

♠ A765	
♥ K87
♦ 10643	
♣ 76 

♠ J2	
♥ J6	
♦ AKQ82	
♣ AQ109

  

Sessions:	 Mon	 10.30 am	 7.30 pm
	 Tue	 10.00 am	 7.30 pm
	 Wed	10.30 am	 7.30 pm
	 Thur	10.30 am	  
	 Fri	 10.00 am	 7.30 pm
	 Sat	 1.00 pm
Supervised:	 Mon	 7.30 pm
	 Fri	 9.30 am

67 Ipswich Rd Woolloongabba
Ph: 3391 3241 Email: qcbc1@optusnet.com.au

www.qcbc.org.au

QCBC

Just because a term is commonly used, 
does not mean that it is correct. I am quite 
sure, in my own mind anyway, that the 
commonly used bridge term “negative free 
bid” is simply poor usage. The words do not 
describe the thing to which they refer.
There is nothing “negative” about 
introducing hearts on say KQJ1098 over 
a 1S overcall, even if it is “non-forcing.”

Letter

�  

 T h e  Q B A  B u l l e t i n 	 J u l y  -  A u g u s t  2 0 0 8



	 M 1	 ♠	AQ2
	 Bd 4	 ♥	Q52
	 Dlr W	 ♦	K94

Vul Both	 ♣	A974
	 ♠	97654	 ♠	K3
	 ♥	AJ874	 ♥	K10963
	 ♦	10	 ♦	Q76
	 ♣	J10	 ♣	K62
	 ♠	J108
	 ♥	—
	 ♦	AJ8532
	 ♣	Q852

	 N
W	 E	
	 S

	 W	 N	 E	 S
	 P	 1NT	 P	 2NT
	 P	 3C	 P	 3D
	 P	 3NT	 All pass

seemed a little odd to me, considering the 
rest of the competitive bidding was basic 
with penalty doubles. 
Running true to form as a bad card-holder 
(excuses, excuses), I was very pleasantly 
surprised to pick this hand up during one 
session: 

♠ A75	 ♥ KQJ3	 ♦ AK942	 ♣ 7 

	 Me 		   Partner
	 1D		   2C
	 2H		   3D
	 3S (Cue)	  4C(Cue)
	 4NT (B’wood)	  5D
	 6D
The lead was the ♥A, and dummy went 
down with:

♠ KQ9	 ♥ 8	 ♦ Q753	 ♣ A9842 

I was really excited and thought “whoopee  
- this is going to be worth plenty” (+1370 
was going to convert to $137.00), when I 
could count 12 tricks. 
ALAS, those 12 tricks never materialised. 
Why? Because I made the careless, and 
fatal, error, of playing the trump suit too 
quickly, and not taking the safety play 
that was available. I cashed the ♦A first, 
and down I went, when trumps broke 4-0 
(J10xx on my right). I needed to play the 
♦Q first, so that I could pick up J10xx, by 
then leading up to the AK9 twice. 
Instead of winning +1370, it was –100, 
when I had to concede a trump trick as 
well as the ♥A! What an idiot I felt! My 
partner, displaying charming English 
manners, said nothing, and the opponents 
mumbled, “Bad luck”, but somehow I don’t 
think they meant it. 
That result would hurt a tiny bit as a 
bottom in a duplicate pairs event, and 
slightly more at teams, but nothing was 
like the pain of losing money for one’s 
stupidity. I can almost guarantee that I 
will never again misplay a trump suit of 
AK9xx opposite Qxxx, when I need all 
the tricks! 
I think we should all play more bridge for 
money. It will certainly improve declarer 
play, depending on how much is at  
stake!	 ■

A total of 34 teams contested this    
year’s Open Teams Championship 

at Toowong Bridge Club on the middle 
weekend in May, which seemed a few more 
than when I last played in the event in 2006. 
This year our team consisted of Richard 
Ward, Lindy Vincent, Sue Mabin, Therese 
Tully and myself. Why 5, well Richard Ward 
had school duties on Sunday and we were 
lucky enough to get Sue to take his place.

Queensland 
Open Teams 

Teacher’s   
Corner

The Hip Pocket Nerve Method of 
Learning Bridge

Bridge is not played a lot for money 
these days, most players being 

educated via duplicate, where it’s not the 
end of the world to get a bad score. The 
usual pacifying comments when things go 
off the rails are that the other side could 
have made something anyway, that we 
were lucky not to be doubled, that it was 
sheer bad luck for the trumps to break 
badly, or some other benign excuse which 
masks the fact that we’ve made an error. 
There’s not much accountability for a 
bad result. 
Losing one’s dollars, however, is a 
different story, as I found out recently. 
For a whole week (crazy), I played in a 
high stakes game (Chicago scoring) in 
England, with and against some very good 
players. The system was old-fashioned 
Acol, all four-card majors and no frills 
in the bidding, Blackwood and Stayman 
being almost the only conventions. The 
exception to this was cue raises, which 

To use and re-use the term negative free 
bid to describe what is unquestionably a 
positive contribution to an auction is quite 
patently in error.
If I were the editor of QBA Bulletin, or the 
Humpy Bong Bridge Club Newsletter, I 
would simply refuse to use a term which 
is so clearly a bad one. In its place, I 
would use the entirely uncontroversial and 
totally self-explanatory term “non-forcing 
freebid.”
I would replace, with or without consulting 
with the writers, the solecism whenever 
it appears.
I hope you agree with me, and that we will 
see this grating terminology no more. But 
you are the editor so I will wait and see.
I am not a great reader of bridge stuff 
these days, but I don’t recall ever seeing 
the term used by a writer of renown. If 
you can find me some examples I would 
be interested, albeit unimpressed. Does 
Bridge World use it? If they do they should 
be told and you should tell them.

George Cuppaidge
jorj41@gmail.com

Transfers after the 1NT opening bid have 
taken off since they were invented many 
years ago, but like most artificial systems, 
they can bite if not used properly.
South bid 2NT instead of 3C as a transfer 
to diamonds, and then she had nowhere 
to go. The 3D bid should have warned 
North that South was unbalanced (at least 
showing 5 clubs and 4 diamonds), but he 
pressed on t0 3NT anyway.
I was East and led the obvious ♥10. We took 
the first 5 tricks and Therese, on lead, played 
a club. North won the ♣A and led the top  
2 diamonds, finding bad news again.
The spade finesse now lost, and we had 
8 tricks ourselves, with a 9th emerging 
from nowhere for +500 due to careless 
discarding by declarer. At the other table 
Lindy mis-guessed the trumps to go off in 
5D, but still 9 Imps to us.	 ■
The complete article is available on the 
QBA website.

Senior 
Pairs & 
Mixed 
Pairs

November 15/16

Richard  
Wallis

Joan 
Butts
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Gympie
The Gympie Contract Bridge Club 
celebrated its 40th Anniversary with a 2 
day Ruby Pairs event.
Merv Weller, an inaugural member, played 
with Jeanette Graham whose father was 
the first President. 

	

Anne Young, Pat Malone, Cas Strookman, 
Dr Shaw and Miriam Hutchinson, all of 
whom, I think, still play bridge today, were 
members in 1968/9.
The President read a brief history of the 
Club and presented each member with a 
bookmark as a memento of the occasion. 
Members were asked to wear something 
red those days. Winners of section A 
were Cathy Reed and Kevin Feeney and 
section B winners were Diana and Peter 
Thorogood.

QCBC
“The Village” is a new sponsor.

Toowong 
Over $2000 was raised for Australia’s 
Biggest Morning Tea.

Surfers Paradise
Thank you to sponsors Simplicity 
Funerals, Strategic Planning Partners, 
Zeppelin Travel, Local Newsletters and 
Shakespeare Haney.  
Happy Birthday to Dorrie Bickerton 
celebrating the big 80. 

Results

If you want items about your club in 
this section, please send your news-
letter or items to Kim Ellaway.

Club  News

QBA Open Teams 
May 18

1 R Ward L Vincent R Wallis 
T Tully S Mabin

2 N Francis M Moren 
D Appleton A Braithwaite

3 J Malinas G Malinas 
B Marr M Marr I Luck

Plate     
1 P Wells E Meldrum  

V Roland J Cox

   Mackay
A very successful 40th Ruby Anniversary 
was held on June 14th. The day was 
sponsored by InFocus which donated 
$1000 dollars to use at the club’s 
discretion.
Morning tea was provided by courtesy of 
Brumby’s Bakery. A big thank you must be 
given to these generous people.
The club was formed on June 14th 1968 

Merv Weller & Jeanette Graham

with the meeting chaired by Alan Henry. 
After changing venues a number of times, 
in 1975 Alan Henry proposed we build our 
own club rooms. Many and varied fund 
raising projects were undertaken.
A lease of Mackay City Council Land 
was obtained and a grant was received 
from the government. Nine of the club 
members acted as guarantors for the 
remainder of the finance.
Sessions became larger and further 
expansion was made to the clubhouse 
in 2003 and once again the club is debt 
free. The club is air-conditioned and is 
a very pleasant venue and is able to 
boast as being one, if not the best, in 
Queensland.

The Queensland Youth Team for the ANC 
is Ryan Touton, Geoff Martin, Derek Lai, 
Rupert Chau, Nik Moore and James 
Cooper with the non-playing captain being 
Richard Touton - the same personnel plus 
Julio Tung and Yogesh Gawankar will 
form two teams for the PABF. Richard will 
also captain these two teams.
Barrier Reef 2008 is over; however 
preparations for 2009 have started.  
Andrew Hooper will convene the event 
to be held at the Cairns International 
Hotel.
The PABF will be over by the time the 
next bulletin is published so good luck 
to all teams.
Promotional Bridge Bags have been 
posted to me and will be despatched to 
those clubs who ordered them shortly.

Gavin Rogers (sponsor from InFocus),  Warren Stanley and Roland Taylor  
(the eventual winners on the  day)

News from the 
Manager’s Desk 

Q B A
Email: 	 manager@
qldbridge.com
Phone:	    07 3351 8602
Mobile:	 0412 064 903
Fax: 	 07 3351 8603
Web site: www.qldbridge.
com

QBA  
Mailing List

If you wish to be put on the 
mailing list for news which is sent 
out about once a month, please 
email the manager at

manager@qldbridge.com
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Coming Events
Aug 09-10	Rockhampton Teams
Aug 09	 Townsville Novice Pairs
Aug 09	 Mackay Novice Pairs
Aug 10	 Toowong Novice Teams
Aug 10	 Sunnybank Teams
Aug 16-17	QBA Butler Pairs - Restricted Sect. <150 MPs
Aug 19-24	Coffs Harbour Bridge Super Congress
Aug 23	 Redlands Graded Pairs
Aug 24	 Sunshine Coast Swiss Teams
Aug 29-30	QBA Open Teams - Toowong
Aug 30-31	Tully Pairs
Aug 30-Sep 07	 PABF - Gold Coast
Sep 07	 Townsville Teams
Sep 13-14	Surfers Paradise Teams
Sep 13	 Cleveland Bay Novice Pairs
Sep 14	 Caloundra Butler Pairs
Sep 18	 QBA Council Meeting
Sep 19	 QBA Mixed Teams - QCBC - Round 1
Sep 20-21	Mackay Barometer Pairs
Sep 20	 QBA Club Directors Exam (new date)
Sep 21	 Noosa Swiss Teams
Sep 21	 Tamborine Swiss Teams
Sep 27-Oct 04	 New Zealand National Congress
Sep 28	 Cleveland Bay Teams
Oct 04-5	 Gold Coast Butler Pairs and Swiss Teams
Oct 05	 Gympie Swiss Teams

Brisbane Bridge Centre
104 Frederick St, Annerley. Ph: 3392 7933

Play Sessions 	 Tuesday	 9.30 am
		  7.30 pm
	 Wednesday	 10.00 am
	S aturday	 1.00 pm
Coaching Sessions &	Monday 10.00 am
Beginners’ Classes	 Wednesday 7.30 pm
Enquiries for coaching & beginners’ classes: 3371 2383

Introducing a Major 
New Sponsor

Stores at Bundaberg, Browns Plains, 
Caloundra, Carindale, Chermside, 
Earlville, Garden City, Gladstone, 

Logan Hyperdome, Mackay, 
Morayfield, North Lakes,  

Noosa Junction, Sunshine Plaza, 
Townsville & Toowoomba

Head office:41 Bulcock St, Caloundra 4551
Ph: 07 5437 0666  Fax: 07 5437 0966
Email: admin@cosmeticsplus.com.au

2 C Young J Summerhayes 
L King H Standfast

Barrier Reef Congress 
June 6-9

Teams
1 S Andrew G King 

J Gill K Feeney
2 K Morrison K Crowe-Mai 

N Francis M Moren  
3 R Taylor T Wotherspoon 

J Morris S Birrer  
Restricted

1 J Sear D Wells 
S Robinson L Tillotson

2 J Leckie M Williamson 
K Dean G Roberts 

3 B McConachie D McConachie 
J Hobdell M Chippendale  

Restricted Pairs
1 B Redhead P Rains
2 B Bolt D Hatcher   
3 J Leckie M Williamson 

QBA Graded Pairs 
June 29

1 P Hainsworth S Kamalarasa
2 P Rankin P Hooykaas
3 T Jackman R Clark

B Grade
1 J Evans P Evans
2 G McCarthy B Carroll
3 J Rae K Rooney

C Grade
1 Y Carter M Perrin
2 H England J Hay
3=P Hero M McAdam
3=L Rogers D Rogers

D Grade
1 B Crowd S King
2=B Lazarus W Chan
2=C Stone J Brown

Mackay Pairs 
July 5

1 M Darley D Ryan
2 R Busch J Mcpheat
3 M Nicol L Carrigan

B Grade
1 F Hadwen J Crowley
2 T Sheedy B Tait
3 B Gibbs M McGuire

Noosa Winter Teams 
July 6

 1 T Tully P Rankin 
P Hooykaas J Solomon

2 T Walford R Trollope 
D Beil K Rogers

3 M Fox Y Carter 
R Touton L Moses

B Grade
1 E Nimmo H Mott 

A Dyson V Daly
2 C Reed D Stagg 

P Hawkins D Quigley
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Director’s Corner

aug 30 (noon)
Contributions to:  

33 Royal Pde  
Ashgrove 4060

Ph: 07 3366 1292
Email: 

psquire@acenet.net.au

D E A D

L I N E

Is there any sport in which the referee 
awards a penalty and then wanders 

off to leave the players to fend for 
themselves? Possibly not and nor is it 
so for bridge. Law 84B: If the case is 
clearly covered by a Law that prescribes 
the rectification for the irregularity, he 
determines that rectification and ensures 
that it is implemented. Law 84C: If a Law 
gives a player a choice of rectification the 
Director explains the options and sees that 
the choice is made and implemented.
Some rectifications are complex. It is the 
director’s responsibility to see that they 
are correctly applied and this means 
remaining close to the table until the 
auction or play is back to normal.

Any 2C response to a 1NT opening bid 
in an uncontested auction is now self-
alerting. It is only a bid of 2C in this one 
specific situation 1NT (Pass) 2C that 
has become self alerting. Very rarely, a 
pair may play 2C as natural clubs. Such 
an agreement would be pre-alerted but 
remains self alerting at the time it is 
used.
There is no truth to the rumour that an 
artificial 1C opening does not require an 
alert. A bid of 1C that shows fewer than 3 
clubs is artificial and must be alerted.

Having applied the standard rectification 
for an established revoke as per Law 64A 
or after ruling that there is no rectification 
as per Law 64B the director must adjust 
the score if damage to the non-offenders 
remains. While the need to apply Law 
64C is not new, more score adjustments 
may be necessary now that the standard 
remedy has been reduced when the 
revoker does not himself win the revoke 
trick. 

The Director (not the players) has the 
responsibility for rectifying irregularities 
and redressing damage. It is only the 
director who may waive rectification 
for cause, in his discretion, upon the 

request of the non-offending side. Waiving 
rectification would not be for whim, or 
because a non-offender wanted to be 
kind. Usually the director would need to be 
satisfied that the non-offender contributed 
in some way to causing the irregularity. 
Correct procedure is to call the director 
every time attention is drawn to an 
irregularity. Only the director may allow 
played cards to be retracted or calls to 
be withdrawn. 

Directors don’t appear to be having too 
many problems with the new Laws. A 
pity. I’d hoped for lots of new material 
for another ten years worth of articles. 
On the whole the greater clarity has 
made life easier although the infamous 
27B1(b) is still a struggle. Having made 
an insufficient bid, a player should keep 
quiet about what he thought was going 
on. The director will take the offender 
away from the table if this information is 
required. Blurting it out to the whole table 
just makes life harder for partner. After 1C 
(4S) 2D a player should not tell the table, 
“I thought he bid 1S.” After 1H (P) 1H a 
player should not say, “I thought I was 
opening,” or “I thought partner opened 
1D.” The offender should sit quietly and let 
the director take control of the situation.
The following rule of thumb for assessing 
27B1(b) replacement calls was put 
forward at the recent European Bridge 
League seminar for directors: Would all 
hands which might make the new call (the 
replacement bid) have also made the old 
call (the insufficient bid)? 
This seems to be a very severe test. 
Others suggest that if there is just one 
hand that would support the new call but 
would not support the insufficient bid then 
the test fails. As yet, I have not permitted 
any 27B1(b) corrections and would be 
interested to hear from those who have. 
Directors are calling out for examples 
and it would be nice to gather some real 
life ones.

 Jan Peach

APPEALS

This is the first of a series of articles 
to explain the appeal process and to 

make procedures and ensuing decisions 
more thorough.
The Laws of Duplicate Bridge entitle 
players to seek reviews of decisions 
made by a Director. Procedures for 
conducting appeals may be found 
in QBA Regulations Section I. The 
QBA Tournament Commit tee has 
recommended the adoption of the WBF 
Code of Practice for Appeals.
This code sets out guidelines for hearings 
and decisions by appeal committees. 
Detailed summaries of topics, such as 
score adjustments, use of unauthorized 
information, logical alternatives and 
discrepancies between explanations 
given and related hands are provided.
The Code says: “The duty of a committee 
is to hear the statements of the Director 
and the players, to allow captains to speak 
thereafter, if they wish, and to explore 
with questions any aspects of the matter 
that a member wishes to clarify” and “the 
expectation is that the appeal committee 
will presume initially the decision of 
the Director is correct. The ruling is 
overturned only on the basis of evidence 
presented.”
“In his discretion the chairman may 
ask to see the appeal form prior to the 
hearing”. I think this means the chairman 
can look at basic issues rather than the 
appeal committee sitting around reaching 
some consensus before listening to the 
statements of the Director and players in 
the hearing.

 Geoff Slack-Smith
Chairman QBA Appeals Committee

2009 Gold Coast 
Congress
February 28 - March 7

QBA Club 
Director 

Accreditation 
Exam

Saturday 20th September
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